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Indications for performance 


The piece is performed on a 3-octaves vibraphone. The following instruments and objects are 
added to the setup as shown in the diagram on next page: 


PERCUSSION 1 PERCUSSION 2 
e Small cymbal (splash) © 3 Spoons (approx. same size) 
e 3 spoons (approx. same size) e A small cloth for placing under the spoons 


A small cloth for placing under the spoons e A small towel or cloth to cover half of the 


A medium-size glass jar / bottle G5 tone bar 


A higher-pitched wood block A high-pitched Thai going 
A medium-pitched wood block e A lower-pitched wood block 


A medium to high-pitched Thai gong e A wide elastic band 


A medium-sized metal can A CD player with volume knob 


A CD player with volume knob 


Disposition of the players: percussionist 1 will play opposing the vibraphone, while 
percussionist 2 will play facing the vibraphone. 


Mallets: percussionist 1 will use wooden Chinese sticks or a bow as indicated on the score. 
Percussionist 2 will play with wooden Chinese sticks and mallets, being soft, medium-soft 
or medium-hard as specified on the score. 


Spoons: the spoons will be preliminarily placed facing up (that is to say, with the convex 
part against the tone bars) and they will be hit at the top extreme. In case this technique is 
too cumbersome and complex for the performers and depending on the used spoons, they 
could be placed facing down and hitting the convex part, though bearing in mind the change 
of timbre this action brings about. A small cloth will be placed under the spoons of both 
percussionists: the cloth should be thin enough to allow the effect of the pedal, and thick 
enough to prevent the damage of the tone bars. The spoons will most likely need some sort 
of attachment to avoid their movement when hit. A similar size will be sought for all spoons, 
but they don’t need to be identical. 


Objects: some objects such as the glass jar or bottle, the metal can, the wood blocks or Thai 
gongs are chosen according to the available space over the instrument. The indication of 
high / medium / low pitch for wood blocks of gongs is approximate depending on this 
condition. 


Elastic band: it should be wide and long enough to cover the four indicated tone bars. When 
its cluster is indicated on the score, the percussionist grabs the elastic band with the fingers, 
pulls it and releases it against the involved tone bars. This action needs to be performed 
with special care and limited strength due to the hazard of displacing the tone bars after the 
hit. 


Notation diagram: a notation diagram can be found on the first page of the score. Notice that 
the percussionists don’t follow real pitch notations, except for the free tone bars in 
percussion 1 (played with the bow) and the free tone bars and spoon notation in percussion 
2. The rest of the pitches are roughly chosen according to the approximate position of the 
objects over the vibraphone. 


Percussion layout 


Use of the CD player 


Each CD part may be recorded in a conventional CD and preferably played from an old CD player 
(sound quality is not important). The volume of the device should be changeable in a linear way, 
that is to say, using a knob of any kind (instead of a button). This characteristic of the device is 
essential for the performance of the piece. 


The written dynamics for the CD players are just an approximated indication. The tape parts will 
be played right before the beginning of the piece (as a preparation). Beware the volume of the 
CD players, which should be off (zero) before playing the tapes and starting the piece. The tapes 
will run throughout the entire piece, being the volume opened and closed at specific spots as 
specified on the score and making use of the volume knobs for this. The duration of the audio 
files is over 8’, therefore the tape parts should be long enough to cover the whole duration of 
the piece. 


Duration: 5’ 30’’ ca. 
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